SCVAN Board of Directors Meeting  

Minutes

December 10, 2009

Present:




Absent:

Saylor Fox




Renee Mattox

Dean Kilpatrick



Patty Cavanaugh

Brett Macgargle



Susan Quinn

Margaret Frierson



Vicki Bourus

Jessica Freed




Hope Blackley

Ritchie Tidwell



Riley Bost

Staff:

Veronica Swain Kunz

Jason Buffkin

Lucy Huddleston

Fabienne Deyoe

Justin Ashley

Nicole Goodwin

Guests:

Marian Lindsey

Larry Bergmann

Susan Bergmann

Brett Macgargle called the meeting to order at 10:43 am.

Old Business:

Minutes of October 8, 2009 Board Meeting was reviewed and approved.  

(Dean – approved and Ritchie –second)

Yearly Schedule for 2010 will be sent out as soon as possible.  All meetings will be held at the DJJ Community Connections Center, 4900 Broad River Road, Columbia, SC  29210, unless further notified.  (http://www.sceis.sc.gov/location.aspx?id=15 for directions.)  Brett will make reservations as soon as possible.  Videoconferencing is available for long distance members. 

Board Meeting Schedule for 2010
All meetings will begin at 10:30 a.m.
· Feb 11

· April 8

· June 10

· August 12

· October 7

· December 9

General Membership Meeting – during VRW
New Board Member – Jessica  Freed was introduced.  
Board of Directors list will need to be updated and sent out electronically. 

We are recruiting board members: three more ex-officio and three regular members. 

Recommendations:  

· Mary Ann  Jacobs with Time Warner Cable

· Kara Gormley

· Hannah  Horne

Suggestion - we need to get a more diverse board and possibly someone from the faith community.

Continue to think of people to include on the Board from Horry County, Charleston County and Greenville County.  We are seeking people from the business community with a particular interest in crime victims.  

Recommendation:  Zonta is a women’s organization that focuses on Human Trafficking.  Perhaps someone from the Zonta Club would be interested in being a Board member.
Ritchie mentioned that $3.5 billion of Title I money is being provided from the Obama administration through the State Department of Education.  School Districts can apply for funding for a grant called “Race to the Top”.  If SCVAN is interested in this initiative, we would have to contract with a school district.  Betsy Carpenter at DOE oversees the program.  We might want to schedule a meeting with Betsy Carpenter to try to find a school superintendent to partner with us. 

Vicki is still willing to do the Rage on Rage powerpoint presentation with her Verizon grant.  The artists’ agent is now requesting $1,500 to $2,000, rather than the original $500 we anticipated to purchase the rights to the song.  There was a discussion about having a local artist, like Danielle Howell, Patrick Davis or the Benedict College Gospel Choir, to write a song so we can own the rights to it and potentially use the video as a fundraiser as well as an educational tool.  Finished product could be sold to school districts.  The video could be shown during Dating Violence Month at schools.   
Dean discussed a project MUSC is currently involved with in DC.  National data collected indicates that ½ of the people between 12-17 were physically or sexually assaulted, or have witnessed violence.  Data also indicates that many people with mental health problems do not seek treatment.  People are starting to use internet self-help assessments for treatment.  MUSC’s challenge was to make something cool and hip to attract teens.  

MUSC is helping to design a website for teens in DC with some modifications to be used in other states.  Because many young people don’t report crimes (and services are often unavailable for them) this web-based self-help tool will provide a place where teens can go for self-exploration, and get resource information to help them.  Explicitly designed to provide anonymity, the Program screens for various types of victimizations and has self-help modules for depression, PTSD and substance abuse.  The next step would be to develop a curriculum to use in health classes.  Ritchie mentioned that the YRBS could be used as well.  There are many kids that have either been victimized or witnessed a crime. 

Ritchie mentioned that the National Safe Schools Healthy Students initiative may be interested in funding this or similar projects, particularly about ways to address school safety.  

Web-based projects are flourishing.  Ben Saunders at National Crime Victim Center has a grant called Project Best.  They have developed a web-based course to teach mental health professionals: 9-10 hour certification course for trauma-focused treatment.  The site has been up for 2 years.  Over 50,000 mental health professionals worldwide have signed up for the training. (To find out more about Project Best, Google Cognitive Behavior) 

VOCA grants application due in Feb 2010. 

SVAP Grants due in May- to develop a portal or link for teen violence and/or get funding to air Victims’ Rights Awareness commercials on TV.
Ritchie mentioned that SCVAN may want to write a grant to develop programs for a bullying program and/or a dating violence program for schools.  CDC has developed similar programs.  There are currently 300 school-based mental health counselors in SC.  
Task:  Develop a Focus Group regarding child victimization.  Goal: to look at data, funding sources, and identify what we want to do.  Include:  Ritchie, Brett, school based mental health counselors, Nat’l Crime Victim Center (Dean).  
New Item:  Discussion: Solicitors’ funds for Victim Advocates have been slashed.  Solicitors have approached people to get money from the Victims’ Compensation Fund to fund their Solicitor Advocates.  The Compensation Board decided to ask the AG to supply an Opinion.  The Solicitors may seek a Line Item to get the funding from the Compensation Fund.   All agreed that the Solicitors need funding for their Advocates, but do not agree the Victims’ Compensation Fund should be used in this way since there already exists a lack of money in the Comp Fund for victims.  A motion was made to send a letter to Ways and Means Committee and SOVA Board and say that we recognize the need and support other state funding; however, we oppose funding through the Victim’s Compensation Fund for the solicitor advocates, or any other advocates whose funding has been slashed, such as Juvenile Parole Board, PPP, DJJ, etc.  Rebecca Patrick is the SOVA Board Chairperson.  Senators Hugh Leatherman and Glenn McConnell should be apprised of SCVAN’s opinion in this matter.  It was decided to have a meeting with Senators Hugh Leatherman and Glenn McConnell, which will be held in either Charleston or Columbia.  A few of the Board members will accompany Veronica to the meeting.  A letter to the Commission on Prosecution Coordination will also be sent outlining SCVAN’s stand on this issue.
Financial Update – Veronica and Fabienne talked about SCDPS delay with reimbursement funds.  SCVAN is in the middle of a major budget revision, specifically with the new CVLN Enforcement 4/Byrnes Grants; therefore, an updated financial report is not available. 

Program Updates - 

Victim Information Program – Nicole provided a Program Report, including statistics.
Crime Victim Legal Network – Jason provided a Program Report, including case examples. 

Dean asked if we send out case “wins” to defense attorneys or judges?  It was confirmed that the CVLN Program sends out an electronic newsletter to lawyers and other criminal justice professionals.  Although SCVAN does a listserv containing all information from the field of victim services, it was mentioned it might be nice to provide a specifically legal listserv, and include Assistant Solicitors, defense attorneys, bar, judges, etc. 

Crime Victim Information Services System - Justin provided a Program Report, including updates and statistics. 
SCVAN will enlist the help of interns and develop an electronic newsletter to keep SCVAN members and the criminal justice community informed about our programs and key events.
Fundraiser:  Need help from the Board getting the Fundraiser started.  Also need ideas for celebrity models for fashion show. Suggestion: Hannah Horne

Things to do:

Mid-January – meeting/ letter re Solicitor Advocate Funding (Glenn McConnell and Hugh Leatherman)

Give board advance notice regarding the focus group for child victimization – meeting dates

Meeting adjourned at 2:05. 
NEXT BOARD MEETING WILL BE HELD THURS., FEBRUARY 11

AT DJJ COMMUNITY CONNECTION CENTER, 10:30
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